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Campaign Service Medal with ‘Radfan’ Clasp 25th April – 31st July 1964   
 
Qualifying Period – 14 days continuous service in the South Arabian Federation between the above 
dates.  . 
 
Radfan Campaign 
The Radfan mountains were some 60 miles north of Aden which was formerly a dependency of the 
Government of India and became a Crown Colony in 1937.  The Emirates and Sheikdoms in the 
hinterland of Aden had accepted British protection since the Turkish invasion of Yemen and 
surrounding territories in the 1870s.  Since 1955 however it had been necessary to station British 
troops in Aden in order to control inter-tribal rivalries and unrest. 
 
By 1964 the situation had grown considerably worse.  The new Republican government in 
neighbouring Yemen backed by Abdul Nasser of Egypt, was actively fomenting trouble among the 
tribesmen of the Sultanate of Upper Yafa, one of the western Aden Protectorate states, that was 
refusing to join the Federation of South Arabia.  The creation of the Federation by the British was an 
effort to form the disparate sheikhdoms into some sort of cohesive force prior to independence.  
 
By December 1963 it was clear that an insurgency campaign was being waged against the 
Federation, prosecuted mainly by the tribes of the hinterland, in particular the tribesmen of the 
Radfan who were offered arms and cash promised by the Yemen and Egyptian agents if they closed 
the main road from Aden to the Yemen’s frontier town of Dhala.  The Radfan tribesmen were able to 
raise about 7,500 fighting men in the inaccessible mountains adjacent to the Dhali Road.   
 
The campaign was short, intensive and highly effective.  The tribesmen were defeated by a Brigade 
sized force of British troops backed by two Federal Regular Army battalions and RAF support. 
 
Some of the Units present were: 
16/5th Queens Royal Lancers 
1st Battalion The East Anglian Regiment 
1st Battalion The King’s Own Scottish Borderers 
3rd Battalion The Parachute Regiment 
45 Royal Marine Commando 
4th Royal Tank Regiment 
J Battery 3 Royal Horse Artillery 
170 Battery 7 Royal Horse Artillery 
Royal Engineers 
653 Squadron Army Air Corps 
22 Special Air Service 
43 & 200 Squadrons Royal Air Force 
Federal Regular Army 
Civilians who wore the approved uniform of their respective organisations: 
Soldiers’ & Airmens’ Scripture Readers Association 
Nursing Service 
British red Cross Society Welfare Service 
Womens’ Voluntary Service 
 
The single bar is more often seen than the combination Radfan, South Arabia and was authorised by 
Army Order 36/65 for award to all members of United Kingdom Forces and those of the Federal 
Forces of Arabia.  The rules concerning the granting of awards and curtailment of service apply as do 
those concerning the granting of medals to civilians who wore their proscribed uniforms and who 
were attached to the Federal or National Guard of South Arabia for a qualifying period of 30 days or 
more from 1st August.  Three years later it was authorised for all troops who took part in these 
operations including those in a supporting role in Aden itself.  


