
 

 
 

147th (Essex Yeomanry) Field Regiment, RA 
 
 
At the outbreak of the World War II in 1939, the "104th (Essex Yeomanry) Regiment, RHA" formed a duplicate 
regiment as part of the increase in British military manpower. The second Essex Yeomanry regiment was 
designated 147 Regiment RHA (Essex Yeomanry) and reclassified as a field regiment in 1941. 
 
In 1942 both 147th (Essex Yeomanry) and 86th (East Anglian) (Herts Yeomanry) Field Regiments supplied 
cadres to help form 191st (Hertfordshire and Essex Yeomanry) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
 
104th (Essex Yeomanry) Regiment, RHA 
The first line regiment went to the Middle East in 1940 and served in most of the Western Desert battles, 
notably the Battle of El Alamein and the Siege of Tobruk. It went on to fight in the Italian Campaign and was 
stood-down in Austria in 1946. 
 
147th (Essex Yeomanry) Field Regiment, RA 
The new regiment landed on the beaches of Normandy on D-Day, 1944. It was equipped with Sexton Self 
Propelled 25 Pounder guns and fought with the British 8th Armoured Brigade as a spearhead unit through 
France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and into Germany.  147th Field Regiment wore a black Royal Armoured 
Corps beret. 
 
 
14th Regiment, RHA 
Another regiment, 14th RHA, was formed in India on 1 September 1942. It commanded 414th (Essex 
Yeomanry) Battery from 104th RHA, 524th Battery (formerly independent) and the newly formed 525th 
Battery.   
 
The Regimental Headquarters, 524th and 525th Batteries were disbanded on 27 April 1946 and 414th Battery 
was placed in suspended animation in Middle East Land Forces on the same date. 414th Battery was 
reconstituted in 304th (Essex Yeomanry) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery on 1 January 1947. 
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